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I do not hold for one moment that East and West cannot
combine. I think the day is corning when East must meet West
or West meet East, but I think the social evolution of the West
today lies in one channel, and that of the Indian in another
channel. The Indians have no wish today to encroach on the
social institutions of the European in South Africa. (Cheers.)
Most Indians are natural traders. There are bound to be trade jea-
lousies and those various things that come from competition. I
have never been able to find a solution of this most difficult pro-
blem, which will require the broad-mindedness and spirit of jus-
tice of the Government of South Africa to hold the balance
between conflicting interests.
Referring to his stay in South Africa, Mr. Gandhi said that he should
retain the most sacred memories of this land He had been fortunate in forming
the happiest and most lasting friendship with both Europeans and Indians. He
was now returning to India—a holy land, sanctified by the austerities of the
ages. In conclusion, Mr. Gandhi said, he hoped that the same love and sym-
pathy which had been given to him in South Africa might be extended to him,
no matter in what part of the world he might be. He hoped that the settle-
ment embodied in the Indians' Relief Bill would be carried out in a spirit of
broad-mindedness and justice in the administration of the laws lately passed in
connection with the affairs of the Indian community.
Then, I think there will be no fear on the part of my country-
men in their social evolution. That is one of the lessons of the
settlement.1
Indian Opinion, 15-7-1914
351. THE END
A struggle of eight years' duration has at last finally closed*
The Indians' Relief Bill and the correspondence2 between the
Government and Mr* Gandhi embody a complete and mutually
satisfactory and honourable settlement of the problems that were
affected by the passive resistance movement. For this happy end-
ing we have to thank the Imperial, Indian and Union Govern-
ments, the Motherland, guided and moved by Mr* Gokhale,
and Mr. Andrews* mission. The sufferings of thousands of
Passive Resisters, the martyrdom of Valliamah, Narayansamy,
Nagappen and Harbatsingh brought these forces into being*
1	The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Mayor and the singing
of die National Anthem.
2	Fafe pp. 418-9, 426-7, 435-6, 438-9 & 443-4.

